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1. We consider it matter of highest importance to remove | 

l 

grounds for anticipated allegations over Khmer Krom being 
(Question was raised in Dept, press briefing today), 
US mercenariesx/ This should also be a matter of primary j 

concern to GOC as well. We had frankly been under im- 
pression when proj ect was, first proposed that Khmer Krom 

/ ■" * * . . , 

I 

were under ARVN, not US, forces. 

» • * * \ » • » . * 

2. Best way of handling problem at this stage would be i 
immediate transfer of Khmer Krom to ARVN. We could find i 

■ .. . -v • • ; . ; 

some way of compensating ARVN indirectly for taking on 
this additional cost. 

f \ l t • * t \ 

3. Alternative but less desirable solution would be for 
us to hold pay of Khmer Krom fighting in Cambodia jLn ^ j 
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escrow (less subsistence allowances as notec} below) , 

i 

• t 

i 

making allotments to families in SVN of Khmer Krom as 
feasible; and leaving it up to Cambodian Government to 
pay subsistence allowance in rials directly to Khmer 
Krom. Since we can anticipate spate of questions 
about status of Khmer Krom, now that story has broken 
in US press, would appreciate your most urgent attention 

i 

to resolving this problem, hopefully along lines suggested 


in preferred option above. Please let us have your views 
soonest . 

4. In connection with first option (para. 2 above) riel 

< * . • . * • 

subsistence payments might still be made directly to 
men by GOC. . In this connection fchEX there is considerabl 
advantage from every standpoint for GOC to make at least 
some payment directly to the men. 
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